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EO 11652: N/A 

SUBJECT: TRANSCRIPT ADMIRAL BAGLEY TELEVISION INTERVIEW IN OSLO 

FOLLOWING IS FULL TRANSCRIPT OF ADMIRAL BAGLEY'S INTERVIEW 
WITH NORWEGIAN TELEVISION AS IT WAS BROADCAST ON EVENING 
NEWS FEBRUARY 22. THE INTERVIEW WAS CARRIED IN ENGLISH WITH 
SUBTITLES IN NORWEGIAN. 

BEGIN TRANSCRIPT: 

ANNOUNCER: (TRANSLATION FROM NORWEGIAN): THE CHIEF OF 
AMERICAN NAVAL FORCES IN EUROPE ADMIRAL BAGLEY IS IN OSLO. 
NORTH SEA OIL ACTIVITY AND ITS IMPORTANCE TO NORWAY'S 
STRATEGIC POSITION WERE AMONG TOPICS ADMIRAL BAGLEY DISCUSSED 
WITH NORWEGIAN DEFENSE MINISTER FOSTERVOLL. HERE IS ADMIRAL 
BAGLEY'S OPINION AS HE PRESENTED IT TO TELEVISION NEWS 
AFTER HIS MEETING WITH FOSTERVOLL. 

ADMIRAL BAGLEY: WELL, I'VE ALWAYS THOUGHT THAT NORWAY'S 
STRATEGIC POSITION WAS VERY IMPORTANT EVEN WITHOUT THE 
OIL, BECAUSE OF THE NATURE OF THE SOVIET OPERATIONS FROM 
THE NORTH AREA. ONE OF THE PURPOSES OF SEA POWER IS TO 
PROTECT SEA LINES OF COMMUNICATION TO ASSURE THAT EXTERNAL 
SUPPLY COMES TO NORWAY AND OTHER MEMBERS OF NATO. IT ALSO 
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OIL IN THE NORWAY REGION REPRESENTS INITIAL RESOURCES OF 
GREAT IMPORTANCE TO NATO AND OBVIOUSLY THATBROADENS THE 
SEA POWER TASK. 

QUESTION: DOES THIS MEAN THAT THERE WILL BE A SHIFT IN 
DEPLOYMENT OF U.S. NAVAL FORCES FROM OTHER AREAS TO THE 
NORTH SEA OR THE NORTH ATLANTIC? 

ADMIRAL BAGLEY: I THINK THAT IN THE CONSIDERATION OF THIS 
QUESTION, IT MIGHT FOLLOW THAT YOU'D HAVE TO GAUGE THAT 
REQUIREMENT AGAINST THE RESOURCES THAT ARE AVAILABLE. THE 
NAVY IS IN THE PROCESS NOW OF AN EXPEDITED MODERNIZATION 
WHICH INCLUDES A REDUCTION IN FORCES WHICH SINCE 1969 HAS 
TOTALLED SOME 400 SHIPS. SO IT'S MORE DIFFICULT THAN IT 
WAS BEFORE FOR US TO TAKE ON NEW COMMITMENTS. OBVIOUSLY, 
THOUGH, WE LL DEAL WITH COMMITMENTS IN THE ORDER OF PRIORITY 
AND IT WILL GET VERY SERIOUS CONSIDERATION. 

QUESTION: HASN’T THERE BEEN ANY MOVE OF UNITS FROM OTHER 
AREAS ALREADY? 

ADMIRAL BAGLEY: THERE ARE NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGES. 

QUESTION: DO YOU REGARD THE OIL RESOURCES IN THE NORTH SEA 
AS A PRIME TARGET IN TIME OF WAR? 

ADMIRAL BAGLEY: I THINK IT'S REASONABLE TO SAY THAT ANY 
ENEMY WOULD STRIKE EARLY IN ANY CONFLICT TO REDUCE THE 
CAPABILITY OF HIS OPPONENT FOR EXTENDED OPERATIONS. THAT 
WOULD MEAN STRIKING AGAINST ALL RESOURCES VERY EARLY IN 
SUCH A WAR. 

QUESTION: IS THE PROTECTION OF THE OIL RESOURCE SUFFICIENT 
TODAY? 

ADMIRAL BAGLEY: I THINK THAT THESE OIL RESOURCES ARE SO NEW 
IN CONTEXT THAT THAT'S SOMETHING WE'LL HAVE TO TAKE INTO 
THE TOTAL CONTEXT OF WHAT WE'RE TRYING TO DEFEND. OBVIOUSLY, 
IT'S A NEW MATTER ON WHICH WE HAVE TO START OVER AGAIN. 
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ANNOUNCER: THE INTERVIEWER WAS GEIR HELLESEN. VOTH 
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